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could escape from the conquered provinces. Excluding the
garrisons of Graudenz and Danzig, the Prussian corps in
Poland seems to have amounted to not more than 6000 men
in December, 1806, and at no time up to the end of July to
have exceeded 25,000. It consisted largely of recruits and
young troops, with only a nucleus of better-trained soldiers.
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(c)  THE GENERALS.

Of the great master of war who " fills a space in the
world's history far greater than that occupied by all the men
of action, all the thinkers, poets, or writers of every age ...
who is still regarded by myriads as the greatest of human
beings," * it would be presumption to speak in the few lines
which space will allow to be devoted to some of the principal
leaders in this war. His achievements have filled the world,
during more than a century, with wonder and admiration.
This history of one of them cannot pretend to give an account
of Napoleon himself.

He was, in many ways, his own chief of the staff.
He went into details which no ordinary commander-in-chief
could find time for, especially one burdened with the cares
of supervising the Government and the foreign relations of
a great state. But there was a limit to the powers even of
Napoleon, and he required a subordinate to amplify and issue
the orders which he dictated in outline.

For his purpose, Marshal Berthier was an ideal chief of
the staff. He was no general, and he could never have filled
the place of a Von Moltke; but he knew Napoleon, his ways
and his wishes, and could elaborate, to the liking of his master,
the brief orders which were what he usually received. " In
short words he (Napoleon) thus enumerated his measures*
Berthier separated them from each other, drew up each order
separately, and addressed them to the several addressees/* f

* Wolseley, Deatine and Pall ofNapoleon> p. 193.,
t Nation in Arm, p, 73.